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Regional Policy Plan
Update



Updated Regional Policy Plan with a 
focus on context-sensitive planning and 

design and goals and objectives 

Updated Regional Policy Plan that divided 
the planning and regulatory sections

2009 & 2012
U P D A T E  

Updated Regional Policy Plan 
with a focus on Districts of 
Critical Planning Concern

2002

Updated Regional Policy Plan 
with a focus on growth 

management

1996

Vision of “protecting the best 
of Cape Cod and repairing the 

mistakes of the past”

1991 2018 & 2021
U P D A T E  





Key Challenges
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N A T U R A L  

A R E A S

F R E S H W A T E R  
Q U A L I T Y

C O A S T A L  
W A T E R  

Q U A L I T Y

C L I M A T E  
C H A N G E

P R E S E R V I N G  
H I S T O R I C  

R E S O U R C E S

E X P E N S I V E  
H O U S I N G

A D E Q U A T E  
I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

E C O N O M I C  
S T A B I L I T Y



JUNE 2022JUNE 2019JUNE 2018 JUNE 2020 JUNE 2021 JUNE 2023 JUNE 2024

Median Sales Price for a Single-Family Home Inventory of Single-Family Homes for Sale
Data Source: Cape Cod and Islands Association of Realtors

Rising Prices, Declining Inventory
H O U S I N G

Median sales price and inventory of single-family homes

$438,320 

$819,000 

1,992

682



Housing Costs are Too High
H O U S I N G

R E N T E R
Median Household 

Income (2022)

O V E R A L L
Median Household 

Income (2022)

$210,000Estimated annual household income needed to 
affordably buy a median priced single-family home

$90,500
$46,300

R E Q U I R E D
Household Income

Data Sources: 2022 Cape Cod Regional Housing Needs Assessment; 2022 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates Table S2503



57years

A G I N G  
I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  

C H A N G I N G  
N E E D S

average age of 
bridges on 
Cape Cod

38.7million

trips across the Canal 
bridges in 2021; though 
designed for less than

 1 million

700miles

of projected 
isolated roadways 

due to sea level 
rise, by 2100

F U T U R E  
I M P A C T S

“Existing infrastructure fundamentally limits the region’s 
ability to grow in a way that balances economic and social wellbeing 

with the protection of natural and cultural resources.” 
– 2018 Cape Cod Regional Policy Plan



A  H I G H L Y  S E A S O N A L  
E C O N O M Y

Total Employment (2023)
% Unemployment (2023)

Data Source: ES-202 2023 data, MA Department of Unemployment Assistance

T O P  I N D U S T R I E S  F O R  E M P L O Y M E N T

Health 
Services

Accommodation 
& Food Services

Retail 
Trade16% 16% 15%

84,985

111,343

Jan-23 Feb-23 Mar-23 Apr-23 May-23 Jun-23 Jul-23 Aug-23 Sep-23 Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23

7.1%

3.1%



2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Barnstable County 
IUP Projects

Water Protection 
Fund Established

Water Protection Fund 
Collecting Revenues

Number of funded projects

Cost of funded projects

$0M $2.4M $0M
$27.4M

$67M

$22.3M

$86.7M
$108.3M

$167.8M

$257.2M

LOCAL COMMITMENT TO 

WATER QUALITY







Development Pressures on 
Agricultural, Recreational, and 
Institutional Lands 
S T A K E H O L D E R  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  

The purpose of this group is to consider the existing 
planning and regulatory environment relative to 
development pressures and associated impacts on these 
lands, and identify best practices and opportunities for 
conservation while balancing development needs.



86%
of the region’s 
land is already 
developed or 
protected



Cape Cod 2024 Regional 
Transportation Plan

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 4 4

C A P E  C O D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  P L A N N I N G  O R G A N I Z A T I O N



Freight Mobility

Environmental and Sustainability

Livability and Economic Vitality

Safety

Multimodal Options/Healthy Transportation

System Preservation

Congestion Reduction

2024 RTP 

GOALS AND 

OBJECTIVES

E
Q

U
I

T
Y





Purpose of the Regional Housing Strategy
Identify policies, strategies, and appropriate areas for housing development and redevelopment to 

address housing supply, affordability, and availability challenges while protecting sensitive resources. 



Cape Cod 
Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy
2 0 2 4  –  2 0 2 9  



E C O N O M I C  V I S I O N  F O R  C A P E  C O D

A strong and vibrant Cape Cod
A region that supports a resilient, inclusive, and diverse year-round community with access to 

housing options, high quality business, education, and employment opportunities, and thriving 
natural resources, building upon the historic and unique characteristics that have drawn people 

to the region for centuries. 

G O A L S  F O R  C A P E  C O D

P E O P L E P L A C E S E C O N O M Y

Housing 
Attainability

Community

Infrastructure

Natural 
Resources

Workforce 
Development

Economic Diversity 
and Resiliency



Cape Cod 
Freshwater Initiative



of the 50 monitored ponds 
are above the threshold for 
phosphorous

92%F R E S H W A T E R  
T H R E A T S

 Excess Nutrients      Agal Blooms
 Pollutant Inputs       Erosion
 Invasive/Nuisance Species





GROWTH POLICY

Growth should be focused in centers of activity and 
areas supported by adequate infrastructure and 

guided away from areas that must be protected for 
ecological, historical or other reasons. Development 

should be responsive to context allowing for the 
restoration, preservation and protection of the 

Cape’s unique resources while promoting economic 
and community resilience. 



NATURAL 
AREAS

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

AREAS

SUBURBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

AREAS

HISTORIC
AREAS

MARITIME
AREAS

COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITY 
CENTERS

INDUSTRIAL 
ACTIVITY 
CENTERS

MILITARY AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

AREAS

CAPE COD PLACETYPES











E N C O U R A G E  H O U S I N G  
I N  T H E  R I G H T  P L A C E S

P R O M O T E  R E U S E  &  
R E D E V E L O P M E N T

P R E S E R V E  
N A T U R A L  A R E A S

E C O N O M I C  R E S I L I E N C Y C L I M A T E  A C T I O N I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

AREAS OF FOCUS



GOALS & 
OBJECTIVES

TECHNICAL 
GUIDANCE

REVIEW 
THRESHOLDS

POTENTIAL AREAS OF CHANGE



What are our greatest 
challenges today and for 

the next five years?



How can we better align 
the RPP with today’s 

needs?



 Convening Focus Groups
 Meeting with Town Staff
 Stakeholder and Public Outreach
 Survey of Cape Cod Residents
 Subcommittee Meetings
 Drafting 
 Public Comment Period 

NEXT STEPS



PUBLIC FEEDBACK

Written comments may be submitted by mail to the 
Cape Cod Commission, P.O. Box 226, 3225 Main St., 

Barnstable, MA 02630 or online using the form 
located at https://capecodcommission.org/comment. 

https://capecodcommission.org/comment


Thank you!
w w w . c a p e c o d c o m m i s s i o n . o r g / r p p - u p d a t e
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