
 

 

 

 

Memorandum 

To:  Elaine Wijnja, DHCD DLTA Liaison 
 
From:  Patty Daley, Deputy Director, Cape Cod Commission 
 
Date:  January 10, 2019 
 
Re:  Town of Brewster, District Local Technical Assistance Grant 
 
The Town of Brewster was awarded $25,000 of DLTA funding to support the Town of 
Brewster in developing a framework for municipal management of alternative septic 
systems for nitrogen treatment to meet nitrogen reduction goals for the Pleasant Bay 
watershed.  Both the management framework and the town’s proposed pilot program to 
evaluate the effectiveness of innovative nitrogen treatment leach field systems will 
provide valuable information for the town and the Cape Cod region as a whole. 
 
Since this project was funded, the Town of Brewster became one of four communities in 
the Commonwealth to receive a Watershed Permit from the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection. This project directly assists the town in meeting its 
obligations under the Watershed Permit and will lead to the improvement of water 
quality in Pleasant Bay. 
 
Project deliverables include: 
 

1. A Draft General Bylaw for the Regulation of Sewage Disposal Systems to Protect 
Water Quality in Pleasant Bay; 

2. A Memorandum Regarding the Implementation of an Onsite Septic System 
Treatment Program for the Pleasant Bay Watershed; 

3. A Memorandum Regarding the Evaluation of the Number of Homes in the 
Pleasant Bay Watershed that will Require an Advanced Septic System to Meet the 
Nitrogen Reduction Goals for the Watershed; and,  

4. A One Page Summary of Implementation Issues. 
 
Project deliverables will be made available to all Cape Cod towns with nitrogen TMDL 
waterbodies. 
 
Funding for this project is provided by the Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s District Local Technical Assistance program through the Cape Cod 
Commission. 
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DRAFT
Town of Brewster, MA 

General Bylaw (for Town Meeting approval)

This is a preliminary draft of the proposed bylaw developed for discussion purposes.  Reader’s 

discussion.

1.  

1.1 omply with the Town of Brewster’s obligations pursuant t

“Permit”)

own’s o
0

(“Title 5”).

1.2

d systems 
,

_______________ (the “Map”) 

3. Definitions



2

4.  

______ _____

. 
.

.  

n
the manufacturer’



3

.

8

8.1

8

8.3 

9

10
___________________________



From

The Horsley Witten Group, Inc. (HW) has evaluated Brewster’s requirements and options for the 

for Brewster’s portion of the Pleasant Bay Watershed.  

Department of Housing and Community Development’s District Local Technical Assistance 

anage the towns’ actions to achieve TMDL compliance for Pleasant Bay over the next 



The goal of Brewster’s advanced onsite treatment program is to upgrade enough onsite 
systems within the watershed to remove the remaining nitrogen needed to meet Brewster’s 
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· Development of monitoring programs under the Town’s supervision to confirm that the 
state’s septic system regulations (Title 5, 

310 CMR 15.00) and DEP’s monitoring requirements to confirm TMDL compliance.   

Brewster’s portion of the TMDL.  The general bylaw will also mandate that the Board of Health 
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system to meet the Town’s portion of the nitrogen reduction goal for Pleasant Bay.  This was 

done as part of HW’s initial assessment of the implementation steps needed to comply with 
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In order to evaluate Brewster’s 



A combined approach is recommended with a General Bylaw laying out the parameters of the program 

authority.

performance guarantee and would require a proposal process to choose which systems will be used.


